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Two of Australia’s top interior designers explain
HQW < } g( } currentinterior design trends and how to turn your space

into awell-designed home

WORDS Luisa Volpato

enovatingorbuildingisagreat
opportunity to designahome that
isatruereflection of your styleand
lifestyle. But with so many colours,
materialsand options onthe market, the interior
design part could easily end up in the “too-hard
basket”as you take the easy route towards safe
andsimple, fourwallsandaroof.

Don'triskbland or boring being the words
that best describe the interior of your new
home. We quizzed two of Australia’s top
interior designers, Greg Natale and Revy Bryce-
Browning, for their take on currentinterior
design trendsand howto transformyour space
intoawell-designed home.

“There’sastrongschool of thoughtat the
momentaboutashift fromthe really modern
interiors that we were seeingfive to 10 years
agowhere everything was super streamlined
and contemporary,”says Greg Natale from Greg
Natale Designin Sydney. “We're going back to
romance and detail. 'm not saying that minimal
architectureand designare out, there’s just
more creativity and more detail now.”

My kitchen rules

“Forexample, the way weareapproachingkitchens,
eveninmodernhomes, istotreat themmore
likeapiece of furniture, rather than being super
integratedandstreamlined so that they seemto
disappearintothe wallorbackground,”says Greg,

“Similarly,island benchesare more sculptured
andinterestingfeaturessuchaslegsand other
detailsare beingadded tothem. Thekitchensstill
have cleanlines but the whole approachtothem
ismorelikean object or piece of furniture that
becomesadisplayfeature of the home,”adds Greg,

The kitchen has becomean integral part of
the design of ahome, says Revy Bryce-Browning
from Brisbane-based Design Vision.“Itis the
heart of the house and has many demands. Gone
are the days of the kitchen being hidden, instead
it'snowinthe front of the houseandisthe
entertainingand social space.

“Thedesign of kitchens s getting bigger
and clevererwith the concept of the European
scullery (whichincludesawalk-in pantry plus
cleaningarea) which allows the general mess to be
contained out of the main openspace,;”adds Revy.
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Kitchens are being featured more like another piece of
furniture, complete with details such as the legs on this
island bench. Photo courtesy of Greg Natale Design.
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Space for living

The typical open-planliving spaceisalso taking
onadifferentlook, Revy says. Asless landis
available, thereisanewtrend tolayerandstep
thefloor plate of ahouse over multiple levels.
“Thisapproachtofloorspaceand planning
provides more variety, more privacy and smaller
spaces,”says Revy. “This transitionisalso
occurringas we adapt to the ever-changing family
structure whichallows forteenager or parent
retreats,grannyflats, home offices, mediarooms,
theatresand gymnasiums. Thisadaptationalso
means there ismore time at home, with more
facilities to enjoy,and more entertaining”
Creatingaspaceyou'lllovetolive inalsocomes
downtothe coloursandfinishesyousurround
yourselfin, probably one of the most confusing
aspects of interior design for most people. Luckily,
the current trend towards two timeless colour
schemes willensure your home doesn’t date.

Black and white

“Thereisareally strongtrend towards black-
and-white interiors,” says Greg, “I think it works
becauseitisstrong,butalso quite neutral,and it
works whether it'samodern or contemporary
house. A black-and-white palette can makea
traditional home look freshandbold. You geta
lot of contrast with black and white but you can
alsoadd more neutrals or bursts of colourtoit,
too,” he says.

Alongwith black-and-white schemes in other
rooms, Gregsaysitisalsobecomingmore ofa
trendin kitchensand bathrooms,alongwithan
injection of colour,adefinite shift fromtheidea of
all-white wetareas of the past. “We're seeingalot
more colourinbathrooms,infeatures, tilesand
texturesaswellasinthe use of marble,”he says.

“The design of off-the-shelf bathroom
vanitiesisalso getting much better;” says Revy,
“whichadds creativity to the bathroom without
the hassle, riskandtime involvedin custom
designingall joinery.

“Tilingalso seems to be getting bigger,
especially wall tiles and glass mosaics are always
beautiful, but theyare now beingincorporated
intoamixof glassand marble mixstrips. The wide
glass splashbackis consideredallittle tooslick
nowas there is shift towards more texture being
used whichaddsimpact,”she says.

The 2011 Residential Decoration Award went to a

Federation revival project by Hare + Klein Interior Design.
Photo courtesy of Hare + Klein.

A black-and-white colour scheme suits both traditional
and contemporary renovations.
Photo courtesy of Greg Natale Design.
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Inspired design

Looking for inspiration in interior design and decoration? Look
no further than the winners and short-listed entries in the 201
Australian Interior Design Awards.

As one of the judges of the awards, Greg Natale says it was good
to see a move away from a really modern, clean and minimal

look being the norm, with the revival of a Federation home being
awarded the residential decoration award. The judging panel also
recognised how, as a whole, the project pays homage to tradition
within contemporary interior decoration practice.

“I think we're going back to more of a purist idea where a modern
house has modern interiors and a traditional one has more
traditional interiors,” says Greg.

“The other award winner, for residential interior design, was quite
industrial but also with a mix of modern and traditional. While it's
industrial-looking it also has interesting character, detail and layers.
There is a strong shift to industrial interiors at the moment, which

| believe is a reaction against minimalism and eclecticism. It's no
doubt part of the next design evolution.”

For more information on the awards,
visit www.australianinteriordesignawards.com

A splash of colour

Colourandtextureisagreat way toadd personality
andinterest to the other popular colourtrend of the
moment — the neutral colour scheme. Aneutral
palette tendstohavea calming effect on people, says
Revy,and helps createaretreat-like environment
withinthe home.

“Todaylifeis sofast-paced, busyand stressful, it
hasbecome soimportantforahouse to become
aplacewhereyou canretreat, relaxand revive,” she
says.“We oftenuseaneutral colour paletteinspired
by nature with a burst of a bright, quirky colour drawn
fromthelocalareaorfromcolours ourclients like, to
add some unique personality.

“Forexample, the magic view of the sunset
overthe beach fromanapartment we worked on
recently inspired the pop of orange colour featured
inthe otherwise neutral scheme,” explains Revy.

Takinginspiration fromthe environment,a
colour, pattern orinteresting texture, willgoa
long way toinjecting some personality into your
interiors. Give bland and boring the boot and get
creative with interior designand love the space
youlivein.

Top Left  The colour orange is the accent colour featured in
this otherwise neutral interior. Photo courtesy of
Design Vision.

Top  Space planning now features more small spaces with
specific uses such as a home office or media space.
Photo courtesy of Design Vision.

Opposite  Forget all-white schemes and get creative in the
bathroom with pattern, texture and colour.
Photo courtesy of Greg Natale Design.
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